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Introduction

Fifteen years ago the National Catholic Welfare Con-
ference published a pamphlet by the author under the title
“Communism, A World Menace.” When that study was
written, the Soviet Union had not yet consolidated its con-
trol over several nations of Eastern Europe. China was
still free. The Communist world did not have the atomic
or hydrogen bomb. It had no large military missiles. The
menace described in the earlier study, while real and
ominous, was far less frightening than the present threat of
Communist power.

In the intervening period, important changes have taken
place. The U.S.S.R. has shown scientific skill of the first
order. The world impact of its policies has increased enor-
mously. Communism in China has taken a somewhat inde-
pendent road of development, marked by cruelties hardly
surpassed by the worst excesses of the Stalin era in Russia.
There are Communist tentacles in our own hemisphere.
The danger of Marxist infiltration and even take-over in
Latin America can scarcely be overstressed.

Not all the changes have been for the worse. Since
1947 many nations, including our own, have awakened
to the reality of the Communist danger. While there are
differences of opinion regarding the best ways to meet this
threat, the blind self-delusion of the Forties is no longer
common. After the Korean War, few persons of promi-
nence in the Western World doubted the enormity of the
threat posed by world communism, although some well-
known writers have done damage by failing properly to
assess the Communist threat.

[3]
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Nevertheless, there is still a dangerous amount of con-
fusion in the free world, and specifically within our own
country. Two questions in particular are of cxceptional
importance: Is the primary danger external, centered in
the Soviet Union, or is it internal, based on domestic sub-
version? The second question stems from the first: What
are the proper tactics to be used in meeting the threat of
communism? The aim of this study will be to give the
facts, so that both questions may be answered intelligently.
Readers should particularly note that, while the Commu-
nist Party here is weak, its connections with the powerful
world Communist movement multiplies its strength.,

[41

Part One
The World Scene

The Cold War

Twenty years after the United States entered a world
war to make the world safe for democracy and to destroy
Nazi dictatorship, we find that about one-third of the peo-
ples of the world are under Communist dictatorship. An-
other third of the world’s population, concentrated mainly
in Asia, Africa, and Latin America, are subject to intense
pressures to join the Communist camp. Most of the nations
in this second group take a position of neutralism in so-
called East-West controversies.

Fortunately, strong industrial nations in North Amer-
ica, Europe, and Asia are opposed to communism. Many
belong to one or another of the alliances, such as NATO
or SEATO, designed to protect the freedom of their peo-
ples. So long as they remain united, they have the military
and economic power needed to stave off Communist ag-
gression,

The conflict between the two strong opposing forces
has been called the Cold War. It is accurately called war,
even total war, since Communist theory calls for world
conquest by various means, including military action, polit-
ical and economic pressures, and internal subversion within
free nations. Yet it is a relatively cold war, since direct
military action is not the main technique in current use by
the Soviet Union. Here there seems to be an important
difference- in emphasis between the U.S.S.R. and its Chi-
nese ally. Chinese Communists not only put greater em-
phasis upon the necessity of war, but they appear to be
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more willing to risk nuclear destruction by using warlike
tactics.

There are several special, even unique, features to the
Communist threat that makes it different from other forms
of aggression known to history. First, there is the fact that
communism is a body of doctrine, an ideology, that has
won millions to fanatical devotion to its cause. Because of
this doctrine, and related techniques for winning power,
the major Communist powers have secured adherents in
almost every nation of the world. There are forty million
Communists today, and eighty-six national Communist
Parties. Thus, a country that is politically opposed to the
Communist bloc has within its own borders thousands of
potential or actual traitors.

At the very time that this unique threat has appeared,
there is worldwide unrest among the poorer nations, espe-
cially those recently released from colonial status. Com-
munists make a powerful appeal to this sector of mankind.
They are expert in using discontent to further their ends.
At the same time they propose the Communist model as
ideally suited for rapid economic growth.

A third feature of major importance is the military
might of the Soviet bloc. It has large and well trained
land armies. Its air power is formidable, even though the
air forces of the West may surpass it. But the critical
factor is its possession of a large arsenal of thermonuclear
weapons, with powerfulgaccurate, and technically superior
missiles to deliver these weapons. While it would be in-
accurate to say that the threat of a nuclear war has para-
lyzed Western diplomacy, it has induced extreme caution.
There is always the possibility that weaker allies may drift
to neutralism under the pressure of nuclear blackmail.

[6]

These points taken together paint a very somber ?.o-
ture. It will be helpful to assess them in greater detail,
sceing the totality of the threat mounted mmmwpmﬁ. us. Only
against such a background can we develop realistic meas-
ures for preserving and extending human freedom.

Communist Theory

Communism is an economic and political system based
upon the theories of Karl Marx. It holds that mo&mﬁw is
wuﬂo&@ materialistic. To the Communist, economic and
not spiritual forces determine the destiny of man. H:.omm
economic forces currently take the form of capitalism
which, according to Marx, is essentially exploitive. It
divides society into two classes, namely, the owners and
the nonowning workers. Since the owners control the
means of livelihood, they are the rulers of society. As
such, they live upon the toil of the workers. In their mad
struggle to amass wealth, they oppress the workers. But
this oppression in turn unites the workers into a Bﬁ&w-
tionary unit, resentful of their chains. Ultimately they will
be driven to a desperate uprising.

Marx considered this process as inevitable. It was
founded on the laws of nature. It was as immutable as
the chain reaction which unleashes the force of the atom
bomb. Hence the Communist Party would ride on the
wave of destiny. It would channel and direct forces which
are bound to triumph. Its function would be to enlighten
the workers, to prove to them that they are slaves, and to
lead them to revolt.

When they revolt, they will cast aside all the institu-
tions which capitalism used to oppress them. Among these
will be religion and morality. Marx considered religion as
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a drug, which was to deaden the agony of exploitation by
promising a better world after death. As an instrument of

oppression, religion must be fought by the Communist i

Party.

In the light of this analysis, Communism was destined
to be a world movement. Accordingly, the various parties
which embraced Marxism united into a Socialist Inter-

national. In time, however, differences of opinion arose

among the Socialists. The more moderate group retained
the original name, while the extreme revolutionaries called
themselves Communists.

When the Communists seized power in Russia in 1917,
Vladimir Lenin took over the leadership of the world
movement. After his death, Joseph Stalin gradually rose
to absolute power. Both of these leaders developed the
theories of Marx in the light of modern conditions. They
were particularly adept in the strategy and tactics of revo-
lution. The result was a blueprint for world conquest
which was detailed and effective.

Their writings made one important distinction which is
necessary to an understanding of modern Communism.
They distinguished between principles, strategy, and tac-
tics. The principles of Marx and Lenin are unchanging.
They envision an unalterable opposition between capital-
ism and Communism. The conflict is essential and to the
death. Only one can survive.

Strategy, on the ogher hand, is a long-range plan which
may lead but obliquely to the ultimate goal. Thus, on
four important occasions, it was necessary to conciliate
the capitalist world. From 1921 to 1928, the Soviet Union
wanted a period of recuperation and consolidation. From
1935 to 1939, it desired a united front against Fascism.
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And from 1941 to 1945, it co-operated with capitalist
powers against the Axis. Finally, shortly after E,._Emworg
assumed power in 1955, he launched a program for peace-
ful coexistence. These strategic moves were made because
the needs of the Soviet Union were served by a period of
relative peace. If it is correct that dissension exists between
the Soviet Union and the Communist Party in China, this
would mark a difference in strategy, not in principle,

Tactics are short-range plans which can change rapidly.
Thus, the Soviet Union can denounce nuclear testing as a
crime against the human race. It will announce z_mr. in
the interests of peace and world health, it is suspending
such tests. Yet, abruptly and with little effort at justifica-
tion, it will resume testing on a gigantic scale. As a gen-
eral rule, Communist Parties throughout the world blindly
endorse these shifts in the Communist line. No matter
how sharp be the changes, and how ridiculous a puppet
Party may seem for following them, they normally close
ranks and accept Soviet (or Chinese) leadership.

It is very important to understand these distinctions
so that we will be fully aware of the precise nature of the
Communist threat at any given time. Many persons have
been misled by wishful thinking into ‘accepting temporary
relaxations as signs that Communism has changed. It is
always a good rule to judge by deeds, not by words, and
by long-term policy, not by short-term-changes.

On the other hand, the diplomacy of the free world
would be unwisely hampered, were we to adopt a policy
of automatic opposition to every Soviet move. This would
destroy all freedom of initiative, and make our policy
merely a reverse image of Soviet or Chinese policy. There
may be times when the interests of freedom may be served
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by accepting a given proposal by Communist powers. The
critical point is that we make such decisions in terms of
the effect on human freedom, and not on the naive basis
that Communist policy has made a permanent change for
the better. And we must always keep in mind the long
history of broken promises and treatics in past dealings
with Communist powers.

Communism in Russia

The Union of Soviet Socialist Republics is the first
sizable nation to adopt communism as its form of govern-
ment and way of life. The Communists seized power in
1917 amidst the turmoil of World War I in Russia. Their
revolt was not against the Tsars, but against a social-
democratic government which had earlier overthrown the
Tsarist regime. After fierce internal struggles, the Bol-
sheviks consolidated their rule and began to move toward
a “socialist” society. (Contrary to our usage, they refer
to their economic and political structure as socialism. The
ruling Party and ideology are called Communist. )

Three major aspects may be singled out in the Russian
ﬂoBB:Eﬂ revolution. They are: internal political poli-
cies; economic and military growth; and external efforts to
spread communism throughout the world. For each of

these points, we present a capsule history and a summary
of the current situation.

Although the Bolghevik Party had the military power
to rule Russia, it faced many internal dissenters and foes.
The principal opponents were the aristocracy, the Church,
and the peasants. Each group was attacked savagely.
Many were killed. Millions were sent to slave labor omm:um.
Peasants were forced to give up their land and to join

[10]

R

cither collective farms or state farms. A harsh and re-
pressive secret-police system spied on all the population.
It had virtually unlimited powers of arrest, secret trial,
and summary punishment. A pervasive campaign against
religion and in favor of atheism was mounted throughout
the U.S.S.R.

While Lenin was ruthless in stamping out organized
opposition to Communist policy, Stalin carried the con-
cept of the police state to a point of absolute terror. Mil-
lions were punished as traitors, whereas their actual crime
was mere inefficiency, human error, or failure to foresee
the winning side in Party disputes. After the death of
Stalin, the power of the secret police was sharply curbed.
Slave labor camps were dismantled. Although the Soviet
citizen today does not enjoy freedom, he is much less likely
than before to be subject to arbitrary arrest and imprison-
ment.

Since the Soviet state exercises absolute control over
education, radio, television, and the press, it is now able
to hold power without overt police-state measures. It cur-
rently permits a limited freedom of religion, partly to
project a better image in countries which it seeks to influ-
ence, and partly because it is convinced that its massive
instruments for thought control can ultimately wipe out
the faith of its people.

All political power is reserved to the Communist Party.
Only about two per cent of the population is permitted to
join the Party. Since no other political party is permitted
to exist, the only element of electoral choice is within the
Communist Party. Even this choice is quite restricted,
since its ruling Central Committee can impose its decrees
on the lower bodies. Dictatorship under Khrushchev may

[IL]
















































































































