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DICTATORSHIP 

" Till' llllr b()rtl (/rlllo(((I/'s II ((mtruJiclitm 
.111 ircm), i" sptuIJ . in fact a {icliot/," 

(with apologies to DEltoH). 

D E~IOt~RACY, indl..,t.:d, is ~th radically and indi\·jduully an 
Jtq,UlfCd tllste, nor arc ~Ignli lacking that the relish may 

. ~asl~Y be I~t. In dca~lIlg with the Fascist concept or 
dLct.ltOrshlP, It would be a convelUence to omit 311 reference to demo­
cra~ic phenomcn~, were ~t not th~t ~mc reader might be sufficienti)' 
cunous to rcqmrc a brief CXllmlllllllan of the stimulus which has 
produC\:d the greatest response and the most fundamental revolution 
~ince the Renaissance. Assu redly dictlltorship, 3S we understand it, 
has on abundance of positive merits; but its establishment Illay 
nc\'crtheless. be ~riumphantlr vindicated by nothing morc than :I 

casual conSideration of that refined nonsense which is known as 
democracy. Whilst dictatorship may, as we shall see, be defined vcry 
precisely. the tenn "democracy" has a mutability of meaning in 
full conformity with the fickleness of the thing, whose exponents have 
thus a characteristic ad,':mtage in \'erbal tactiC!!. Some would explain 
it b)' the epigram" Liberty, Equality, and Fraternity "; and this 
epigram was the last epitaph written on social sanity. 

The inhcritllllcc of m c ntal and ph)'s ical ehnrllcter­
islics. dtc existcnce of in superable differcnces of 
eO\,ironment. the laws o f biolog)· and psychology mokc 
it impossible Ihot there should exisl any rc.ol equa lity 
between mcn. 

Differences there must be, though these differences need nut 
find their expression in snobbery or in those social distinctions which 
rest upon such obscure titles as a Knighthood cre:lled to rid somc 
ronsli tuency of an incumbent, when his seat is desired by a more 
tL'ch nically ul>Cful member of the Prime ;\Iinister's Party. The 
Fllscist is o pposed Co ullm)' of the inequulities of our present 
b)'stem. lie opposes these inequalities, however, not because they are 
incqualities but because they Me in no wise correlated with the only 
true criterion of discrimination-the standard of sen 'ice to the State, 
Thus when the Fascist condemns prh'ilege without sen·ice, he is 
vcr\, far frOIll opposing the Inws of the greater sciences, Fascism, 
in 'fact, is the ani)' scientific appro:lCh to politics and 1.'COllomics 
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!I~.da); and du.:tatorlihip i" the 0111)' (;cLcntlil l' ,I j'lproach to go\C:rnment. 
I here art 60~ people who fondly hclicn: .. l."Clualit) " to be desirable 
~nd ha .. e consequently in ferred that it i,. pOto~ible. Such rea&on­
mg6 are not uncommon :ltnong:.t the ..entimcntal. 

N OT infrl:(luentiy "e heu of "I:qu.ality of opportunity". The phra~ 
, as, u~d by. many Sociali~I.\I, i~ Jbllurd, IInbli ,I.I: accept J. B. 

\\:tOOn. dlscre~lted bout that he could m;lkc human bc:in~l> "hst 
he \\llihed, pro\lded thlll he could cMtml thc em ironment of their 
childhood . The opportun it\' of bccoming J m;lthcmatieian ill u5Clo;~ 
tD the child who is destin~ tn be 2 mu~ieiiln; 2nd if we "i~hed for 
real e(llIalit)" \\t might well bes:in h~ meal'iuring indi\idllal difference 
an~ then \"aryinf,: opportunitit:li in ~lIch :.I \\J}' th.at the Olo..t gihcd 
ch ild \\as afforded the 11:;I~t help. F:.I!oCil'm will, in faet, pr()\ide 
lIupcrior opportunity for merit alone. 

N 0W, unhappily, in contemplation of the entuncing topic of equal-
it), we hlln: forJ.::ouen liberty, No deep stud)' of human 

IHHurc is required to re\t-1I1 the fnct that n soc iel)· whieh 
determin ed to enforce eqUlllit), would Junc 10 di"pcnse with 
libert )'. The equalitarian of modern tirnt.'lI j" our I)rocrtl~tean car· 
penter, "hOk "tretehing and hewing would accommodate e\e'1 \·ictim 
to his bed. Th:lt eq~Il!.lit) ill certainly the antithetli~ to libert) ilo a 
conclusion which e\'~I)' man would be entitled to drlw, if h~ Ime\\ 
what the word .. Iibert) " me:lnt: hut no rrech.inn of definition i~ 
possible. The liberty to rob a neif.:hbour's hen-roo~t, the liberty to 
ruin thou)and!> of human beins:~ by unscnlpuloull but" Iq:itimate" 
speculation, the liberty to huy drinks :It ~unris<, and the libert,· to 
br~athe are all \·:llued in differellt dl:gree- h) cliffl:rent 10\'e"," of (r~­
dom. It l'II.'CII\);. then, tll;lt the purr~M,.' of 1a\1 I~ to re~tri("t human 
liberty in the intl:rot.; of MlCiet)'; and the pre<nt I.",i"tenec,: of "t21'"1":1-
tion as a sub!.titu!e for plenty i,. ;a gnoo \Iarrant fllr making further 
encroachments IIpon the fn.:eclullI in which the :,\Ianch(.~ter School of 
Political Econom)' look ~u("h pride. For without ctlntclIlpi:.atinl:( the 
Ica:'l attack on the principle of pri\ate p((l~rty, \\e :.Ire forced to 
dwell sadl)' on the word~ of :\ielzsche: ":'\leN:antile morality i" 
reall)' nothing hut ,I refinement of piratical Illorality". Il ad hi~ 
stricture been .lpplit.-d to international fin;mcien-, it \Iould h",'e ~ttdt.d 
emphAsis. Fascism, al (111)' ra te. will :1110\\ nobod)' the hbert}· 
to deslro)" Enl!land IlIld her Empire. 

T HU (nr, no !IC!'OOnd mention has heen nude of .fratefllil). The 
reason is cle;lr, In weietiel> cSpox'd to the fC(()CIOUs ~truAAIes cf 

liberty and equality. there is no pl.a~ (o.r the, fr.ltcrnal ~pirit. TI.(" 
onl) \\'i-..c thin~ that the Frt'm'h He\1I1uUnll ,m,,-:o; II ,\ \IJ~ to eXC't:uh· 
Iheir 1I111110r.11 lIlellhll~, The Hu,,~iJn' JPI"II\:ntl~ k:.lrL\((1 '~.lIm:thm~ 
uf tin.: IClISOn, ,llId the:il .. intellige:l1loill " \\cre: riclll~ rep:.lid for their 
I>(n'iccs to democrac\". It 111<1\' hc duuhtcd if :.III~ II\JII ha~ t<n'r )1;'. 
ch:unpioncd thc ~a.;~ IIf fr~\'dulI\ \\ith"ut tll\' (UII'o\.'UU Clr ~lIh 
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l',)1):;.;iml:' dc~ign of dllmimuing hi~ fclhm:>; :md thol>c who contend 
lUI ~'1I\1,llit), Me l~n.'II) C\m:.tr.lll1cd to OId\'!'>c;lt.c its cl>t.lblishmcllt by 
:.lIl~·llllr fOH~. I'rom the:>c fJ.l't~ the rC,lson s ickens and recoils' but 
thl'~ m,l)..e J. dcmlX't'.llic fr.lwlnit) impossible outside the ~rc:lt 
hrothclhOl.xl of political corruption. The pe rson wbo wishes to 
find frlllCrnil) of the hi~hcst kind con beg in lind end his 
M:::urch "ielt Fnsci!lm: {or FlIscislll is II creed which knows 
nothing of di;;tinclious cxtc rahll to itscU. Ftlscism is the 
tarm ot socilll orgunistltion which 1llonc CU ll I)roduce u true 
comfAd.:-;;hip hllsed o n unh'cr5ol service a nd cmnncipolcd 
trom the jCll lousics inhere nt in dCl\1ocrnlic tcuching. 

DE),IOCR.\CY being thus b'lscd ~n mutuall~' contr~diclory pril.lci-
pks, we should not wonder th(lt I\S \'ery eSlstencc IS often dCllled. 

But there is wmething worse under the sun than theoretical demo­
cracy. Then: is sham democracy. the principles will not work, the 
illusion of their working must be given if only in deference to the 
:ohades of those pious hypocrites who introduced into this country 
!lot onh democrac\' but the least humane labour conditions that 
had e\'er been kn~\\n in this Island. The ., Laissez Faire" or 
" Po\'ert)' " school of economics conspired. to dc.p~i\'e of t ~\cir vital 
SlIstcn:mce the maSSeS whom they tutored 11\ pohtlcs; and 10 return 
the workers were presented with the illusion of democracy by the 
political branch of the conspiracy. The great condition of this 
illusion W35 that govcrnment s~ould ~m to, ~ "of .the people, by 
the l>eople and for the pt."'Ople " \\:Iulst politiCians cl~her sought a 
compromise bet\\:«n their own ~lIcfs and ,the plausible proposal!! 
which won elections, or, more sLlnpl)" decided to content.rate. on 
plausibility alone. 1'I.leanwhile, the i~o~ law of wages malO.tall\e~ 
the ascetism necessary for the appreciation of democracy. .Dlsraeit, 
no mean offender, had the graee to write: -: "'fhe .\~o:ld I,~ weary 
of statesmen whom democracy has degraded II\to politiCians . And 
since the sole approach to power was the capacity to win the approval 
of unfortunate people who could more easily fo:rm judgme.nts upon 
the higher mathematics than on profound questions of P?hcy,. there 
was e\'oh-ed the type of politician who can best be described III the 
words of :\1ilton: -

". . . . he seemed 
For dignit), composed and high esploit; 
But a\1 was false and hollow, though hiS tongue 
Dropped manna and could make the worse appear 
The better reason, to perplex and dash 
Maturest counsels; for his thoughts werc low; 
To vice industrious, hut to nobler deeds 
Timorous and slothful, yet he ple3scd ~!le car 
And with persuasivc :lcccnt thus bCJ:an. . 

r be . 1 fact the corruption which has rendered the cffcctl~c H ~ '~an, II • r'.,' cou,,',), 'I mcrc il11,)ossibilit)' until he and IllS go\'crnmcnl 0 us . 
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works ;Ire abolished. A t limcs he follow8 hi ll own iuc1inalion.'(, 
lit limes he COlI suh s Ihe people, hut ncver docs he rise ahove 
the principle thnt the poo;o;ession of offICe is infinitcl ), more 
importtlill thun it s usc. lie must Jt IC;lst prctt:nd. on occ;\~ions, to 
resl>c:ct the I>opuiar mandate. lie mu~t make the promi!leS that 
will win the votes. And he mllst re<:oncile the election lar~ess with 
the niggardly parsimony of the se~sion. Our sham democracy, off­
spring of plallsible corruption and a cupidity ignorant if not unru­
w nable, secures that neither the pellple nor tht' politicians ~hall 
govern. The r:lIes of their respc:cti\"e inftuencefl V31')' as the proximity 
to and from a general election. 

To avoid the charge of ,:::eneralit)', we may quote a few instances of 
how" democracy" keeps faith with i18 name. 

1. In 1918 :\Ir. Lloyd George promised the English people that 
he would repress the Sinn Fein ~unmen. Without any son of 
mandate, he granted the demands of :\1ichael Collins, the chief gun­
man. 

2. The weakening of our position in E,:::ypt since 1924 has been 
effected without any consent on the pan of the people. 

3. If Labour and the Nation" placed the Socialists in office in 
1929. Viscount Snowden has lately professed to find the d~ment 
of little interest. ~1essrs. ~1acdonald and Thomas had eVldenti}', 
in the event, no intention of fulfilling the conditions upon which they 
were given office. 

4. Thc Ceneral Election of 1931 was won largely by the pl'omise 
that the exchange \'alue of the pound ~hould be mainlain~, when 
every politician acquainted with his tr3dc kne~\' that the .mrllntcnance 
was impossible. The sum of £350,000,000 IS now hem,::: usW for 
the necessary violation of his promise. 

5. When Mr. Baldwin was Primc ~linister, ht' ~fu~d to appl~' 
protection to steel because he had no popul:lr mandat,e}o d? lW): yet 
Mr. Baldwin would appart'ntly suffer the death of the Se\en Gates 
of Joyful Wisdom" rather than invite a popular mandate concern­
ing his attillide towards the I ndian QI,I~stion: ~ather does he use 
the most contemptible de\'ices of political IIltr~,:::ue ~o ~~e ~he 
surrender of the Indian sub-continent to Gandhi: whilst lIl\'elghlll'::: 
against open and honourable ~ictato~hips. he deludes the pe4>plc, 
corrupts his followers, and dt'ttl\'es himself. 

THUS does democracy work. The readt'r can find no hope in a morl:' 
perfect application of dt'mocracy: for there C31~ ~ no per.fect 

application of any proposition based on such conftlctlllg rr~n\l~. 
Ike th Tories wish to make the poor more wretched soli. tht' 

S ~.u'~s" ,', .. allowed to rt'tain their anti·lmpcrial prcj\ldi~: and OCI,II . ... . I' h h f th' 
thus we ha\'e a Nationnl Co\'cmme,nt Irnh~\' IIf. t e conttlt 0 c 
snob is surpassed only by the conetlt 0 IS C lent. 
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'l'l H S '·\I:uli(".Il\'~ .\IId pt.uL'ihilit~ pl .l~ ~C IIII\' p.1! t ill ~ ," I I . 
\ I.I (~, IIIIWll'kpl", ... nnp.UI,if\\\.\.\ .• , , , ' . "-Ia 11;111". 

mu~t he,' \\nll . TIll' h.; ... ill, ...... 01 II ' I . \~I t 1,1 \ 1'1I1I(; ll'k th;tI 'I.'.tt" r I . 1\ CllI1Ull,HI .. tn1l1lf"!.1'p ," r· 
'nr ilL\! ~ ,I l'\'nIUl~ clIn \'Cllll111lli ... ", ha\l.' prl.; .... hcd Fr .. "ICII,'{ Ill" 

0Ih' I~rck \.t tH .Ullll lwl : and it i .. onl\- f. . co.; ~.I( C 011 
XI II I I . urt(' IIHlIt'II'" ,,1111.'11 h 

I mr"" t'l t Il' "n-,,'IH (;11\ c'r nmen! IliltlOPI t IrilT _ (. • . .IS 

ntht'r" ' :hc- Jll ilh ill Frc~ Trade li';1o!cr~ U;\. Jl~COCi!l~JI;~I'h~~::~ ~' ~ 
h ttd ~up ll tl h .. " r\,.' I, UJlOIl l'Ii cllP imllo rls to keell the h " C 
;~ncc 11~,c,1 of " ll/o!C ... II, 10\\ III<> Jl(}s~ ihl c : ulld there n;~1 ~~'i~i 
' ree r;l( cr... "hn " ould 11II\'c n ur dc mocrnc,' de h I . ' . 

stlln dltrd (.f li, in l.! 10 II ,uh.or ic nlul level 0" ' . ~ !>c, It~ 
L. I ' I . . Icr (;Ollntne!o la\"(: 
''"''' "'ll)I,.,('h.·( to tI ll" ,)1.1"111,.' of d,·IlI, ... ·, ''')' "" ,1 h, " ' 1 I. 'h' ,.... "" ..... . \1.' "Uf\'I\'e( It )\, 
t I.~ ~,.t.1 h,.hlllent of dl{'t,lIor"llIp,,: and it i" lx·"."ominR illcre;u~in~I" 
(,\ Ident thilt our (lwn I'la[!m: Iilu"t end in the ",1I11e W;\\' if we a', 
not to IX' ''\('n I 1 I I)' I " . ' • re 

c t I 11\ I l'~ , Ict;It'I~ \1 1' I" now "weeping the world 
not m,'rciy h~ the dcsllc IIf 111;\1\ hut by the inc'\or;lble destin)' of 
iron nl'Cl",-,it\. 
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O"'LY .the , Illo:,.t credulous and the !c"st adaptable retai n :In\" show 
of ~:"th III dcmocrac~-, This Itll's of f"ith is remarkably wei! ill us­

t~at~ II~. a h,ook 1)\ :\ Ir, John Str.H,·hey entitled" T he ;'\ Ienaee of 
,Fas,clsl1l , '\ow. tho~'s.:I~ :\Ir. ~tr;lduJ.\' cannol }ct be regarded ns 
,In 'ng:enuo~I :", and IIn::-tlllllll),! ;1<llIlIrer of F:I::-cislIl, his little work carns 
oll.r .. ppreCllll lOn bec;lu,..., the thin~s which he attacks nre not Fascisl 
thlllg:s:. ;m,d \\1.' cannot rdrain from quoting ,I fe\\' plissagcs in which 
the writer S hon ... "" , IMs compelled him to cha;;tise the inefficacy of 
democracy :lIld to . Imply the meri t~ of dictatorsh ip. T he..<:e are the 
extracts arran.c,ed III "uch an order ;IS to s how the tcndellc\- o( the 
ar~umcnt: 

( 11 ) •• Fo r tlt e firs l 
peo ple hlwc he~un 
( b ) .. Thc OIU!>SCt; 
into lerable present 
d . . .. 

eCISlo n. 

• 

lime in the m e IllOr)' ol mlln. the British 
10 do ubl the future ." 
will lec l in the ir own bodies 
!>uffc rinl!s. the nhsolulc need 

b)" cheir 
of some 

(~ ) .. In o rder to w o rd o ff Foscism. to prcser\'C thc prin. 
c lpl e o f dClIloerilcr • . , the Social DeDloerlus ( in Ger­
munr ) hnd m o nth o(ler 1I10 l1th CO support 0 ~o\'ernment 
which had in prncti cc beco m e u dic tatorship. In order 
to pre \'cnt th e ul1clllplo )'ed .. be ing sllcrificed b)' Il Fuscisl 
regime" Ihe Socilll D e moerlit fO supported thc reduction ol 
une mplo)' Ilu.: nt be ne fic tel 9 /3 11 w eek ." 
( d ) "The IHtrilccion o f :-; ecurill~. 111 the cost o( II tempo· 
rar)" po lilicul und induslri a l retreul, 11 broad .. united 
(ront .. lIJ,!nins l Fnscis lI1 ticelllS irresis tible ... Ne\'c rthc· 
less il c an • •• be conclu ti ivel)" demonstr(ued IIlIlt Ihis 
po lic)', il it is loll o wed 10 the end b)" the British worker .. 
must lend thelll. with II posith'elr mnthemnticnl inc"iln· 
bilitr to their dcle nt. ruin lind masslICre ," 
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( e) .. ... Ihe prc"enl leuller!' fI( the I.lIhuur I'url) ..• 
prmni t'e III (IPPUIi C II Worker,.' dielfllllrliihip. IIhhOlI_h the 
unl )" exi5liJl~ worker,.' diclfllof8hip i" rllridJ)' IIhfllishin/! 
dfl:<!1 prh'il cgc::- . hn!> _onc ,'crr lflr tuwllrdli reillitiing I I 

ge nuin e e qulllit )" o( opportuuic)'. hn" IIbolishcd um:mplo)'. 
mc nl _ . . lind undcninbl)' cnjo),11 Ihc p(lst;ion lilc 'lupport 
uf • . , Ihe induslriol workers, " 

WIIII .S' I' the context or the la ~ 1 c),tr.l(;I dOC'IIi nut m"kc it Jh:Iolutd} 
cleJr 10 which dictatorship :\ Ir. Strachcy i ... refcrring, the ~cncral 

tendency ol the booklet would lead us to ~upJ'lO"C th:lt Ihe ;llIu~ion 
wa ... to Sm'iel ltul<.,ia. If our liiupJlO"ition hoc correct, we " .. nnnt .. ccept 
the :llIthor', !>t:llcments: bllt we are \'ital'" intcrl:"'lcd to note the 
~k ilrlll dcclen~ion from distrust of democrJC)~ to prai~ of dict:l.lol'1lhip. 
The J:lorie~ o( i\ lus:oolini'!> remaking of IIltl) , the masurful 
l'Oml>th:ncy of hi!> rule, Ihe renai'sJnce of the Cernlan nation ,Ichic\'ed 
by Il itler, and e\'en the despcr:ltc autocrJcy of f)olllu~~ have com· 
bined to com 'ince all realists tlf the fact that the ,':lriolb doctors who 
ha\'e been trying to sa, 'e the languishing demncr.lcy had far ~ttcr 
concentr:ltc their attention on .. post·moncm" tcchniquc. The age 
til dictator~hip has come; and it has arri\'ed as the result til lICientific 
evolution ra ther than as :1 consc'llIencc til individual dCliire; (or the 
world is ntlt longer to be tihcd, ;tnd jolted. ;and projoctcd intI,) space 
by the capricious play ol thOse unrc.c,ui:tted (orceS which constituh.' 
democrac),. I'rolessor Einstein, a:. the great exponent ol rdati\'i ty 
mis:h t realise this truth, The organic unit} or the state C:IIIl be 
derivcd only from that organic uni ty ol go\'ernment whieh is dict.;ttor· 
ship . 

"'lOW the student o( polit ics might well 3sk whether aristocracy C311-

not be postulated as an alternati\'e to democracy :md autocracy 
The practical \'ailit or the question dOd not justif) our J:i\in~ dlat 
filII treatment which its theorctiClI in lcr~t demand~. Be It admitted 
that the Roman Rc:public in man) respects compares l.a \ o~~hl~' ,~ilh 
thc Roman Empi re, We nevertheless h:1\'C to concur \I'lth I hU~'dldb 
in the ;tphorism " that a city is made not ol ?ricks ~~t ol mcn ". 
And one hund red yeal'1l aftO, Carlyle could write : Alas, where 
are now the lIengists 3nd Alaries who .. '. will ',' , lik~ ~re.piIl2rs, 
guide Oilwards those superfluous m:l....;.ses o( IIIdomlt:l!tle I'nng ~'alour, 
c..-quipfltd not now with the battle·3~c and war·ehanot, but With the 
steam c:nJti ne and p lou~hsharc: ~ Where are they : I'reservinJ! their 
j::allle: " 

O U R arililocrncy has ccased to rcpre~nt thc l)t':<Ot and it hn$- cC:J....,d 
ttl he :Ibl,' to rule. So ob\'iolls i~ the latter fa ct thnt those whn di~· 

,I~ rce must hear the bu rden o( rdll tatioll, T o lI1('ntion one proof 
only tht' Ilou!'<: of Lord!! has :lidl·d ;tnd abetted the Couscr"ati","", 
:lild 'C:;OIllIllOnCI"$ in th~ d isruption ol Empire, Indt'l'<i their Lo rd · 
ship's h OIl.:(: e\:istJ; only to set the IifiII of final rcspe<:tahility on the 
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0' Ih ... olh ... r luuu!. ,h \\i11 lat ... r be " ... ell it i~ COIl50lIant \\ith the 
I l'u;po:o;e of. F;\-.c!sm to build ul' a flew ~ri .. toc:r3cy baM:d nn mer;1 

,\ one, rom ~\-hleh (ltct:nnN \\ ill be drnwn . A \\ ... akncss of autocrnc' 
.I"il !<~ .. ;~rn I;' th;\( ,H.ltocrjJtl' !lIu:o;t Ix hnrn and not made. Fnscisn; 
;~I ~ n I~I It c scrnce .. of hcredit,. lind en\'ironment to secure 

, IH II S . " I prod\~cc \\.-orth ,. lenders, ~or is it cuential that the 
~t~ctl&tn.~hlll :ho~ld \Il\"anahly ~ exel'<'iscd hy one man: for the com­
. des~'I~ (I~ J.:1"CIt<m make;l it p<lS$ible thai the M)\'erei~nit\' lI.hould bc 
t~e~~ I M:. y;\ ~rolll' of men. Our dictatorship is the dictatorship 
(I a'ICI!<11l and lI.ot the pcrsonul dcsl")(Itism of a mere man. On the 
oth~r h;lII.d. the present ~ttin$:: of the world's problems renders 
des.m&~le the lendershil) , of men rather th an the cunning antics of 
pohtlct.ms whose depranty sa\'~ them from mediocrity, 

F..\ .C IS:'I.! . in its \"ery ~nce. cannot conceive of the 5Overeignt), as 
r~I(lellt III th~ J?COP.le. Self.go:~n\ment .. is a phrase embodyilll; 

n sharI;> contradlctton III ttrms. I he supreme function of govern· 
!,,\en~ I .. to det~~ine the conduct of the $::o\'erned. Determination 
I~plu:t< ;1 lHlpt:.rlOnt)' of ~me. deme~t wit~in the s)stem politic, and 
tlH~ deme~t IS to be Identlfled wIth dictatorship whieh h3s the 
~lllIqUC' metl~ of re~l\'ing into equilibrium the millions of conRictin~ 
ImpulS¢t which sprtns;:: from the millions of conRicting interests which 
-.ocial e\'ol,,(ion has brou~ht into being. F:"Iscist dictatorship is not 
Illerdy a good Iheor~' of government, it is :"In organic neceMit)': for 
the ~o\'ernment of a people is the detcrminfltion of its conduct by 
M)mc pnwer as f:lr abo\'e the interests of individll:"lls "as the lofty 
C) pre .... flOOVC' the wayside shnlb ", 

yE"l'. whil .. t Fascism holds thllt no s lIcce."Sful government can exist 
when the wisheS of the people are ;lh"':1),s granted, il al50 holds that 

no g:o\'emment :It :III C:ln exist unle!l.~ the wishes of the people nrc 
con"tflntly consulted : and in this vital respect it differs from nil the 
older forms of de!lpotism 3Ild from every (orm of tyrnnny. Older 
despoti!ims. whether benevolent o~ ~ale\'olent , '~'~re ba~d ~Ipon a 
theory which postulated their den\'atlon from dIVIflC a.uthotl~)' and 
\\ hieh made the wishes of the people merd)' 50 much .Impertlnence. 
Fasci .. m has no philosoph)' of thi!! kind. The dictatorships 0'£ Musso· 
lini and Ilitler exist with the overwhelming approval of their respec· 
ti\'e pcoplt.'!I. ~ot all the calumniatio~ of our .corrupt press can 
eonce;ll the fact that Ilitier is cxprc!t.liilmJ:: the Will nf .the German 
1"It'oplc, wh~ wi.'llhe~ wcrc tr:IVL'!Iticd, thwarted, find ml!lreprescllted 

hy democracy. 
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FASCIS;\ I, in itb ,'e ~' essence, c,tn!\~t. eoncdv~ of the M)\crei$::n it)" ,IS 

the adalllant necc~lt)' uf factI>, J Iwo ;Iuthoruy, howC'"er, po»c~~~ 
in the t:~rporatc State t,he 1Il0!>t elahorate ;llId uti,,(:lctor) method 
c\er de\l!i>Cd for consultIng the: properl)' informed opinion of the 
people. Occupo t ionnl rcprCSCllftH ion is calcu lated to enable dele­
gatt:il to gi\'e information 011 subjects with which they ,Ire familiar: the 
inno\'ation will probably comc as a shock to Ollr pre~nl memheni of 
I'ariiallle:nt.who, Ihrough failure of c~ergy or lack of grace, are ceasing 
e:\'e:n to stlllmlate a knowle:dge winch the)' do not po~, E"en 
Ihe once \'igorou!! Mr, Churchill feels it nec::eliSary to admit that Ihe 
Sc:cretary of State for India may be right. "0 'J'empnr.1 0 :\torC!l! " 
On the Olher hand, the Fa!;(:ist syatem will provide for the election 
of certain members whose dUly will be to exercise a reprel;Cnlalion 
morc general than experts could exercise. The nominatiol1 o f 
these members will resid e in th e Fascist system o( Go\'eru. 
ment, (Iud such nominations will be possible neithe r for the 
)'oung gen tlefolk who ha\'e wearied of kipper·parties . nor (or 
the o ld caplains o f industr)' who ha\'e lost man)' bea\'il)' 
insured cra ll. nor )'et (or the o~elcss agitotors who think. 
because the)' kn ow m orc than Aristotle. cbot Iher oughe 10 

be directing th e business o f the nOlio n. 
THE purpose of this paper, howc\'cr, is not to examine in detail the 

corporate system, a description of whic.h must ~ sought and 
found elsewhere. Suffice it to sa)" that the Fascist dietatorship will 

_ at once make possible the re21 representation of the people b\' insist· 
ing on the appointment as delegates of those who are able to repre· 
sent. Such a concept seems to ha\'e been unknown to democr.:l.cy. 
When the Fascist recognizes thllt the people must be consulted, he 
shows not on ly that his philosophy differs from that of the tyunt, 
but also that he realizes to the full the foil)' of power abused and 
the necessity for harmony between gO\'ernlllent and people: and 
this h3rmony is bound to arise from the: unifying spi rit of Fa:;ci:.m. 
whilst it could arise from no other source. 
S OME nah'e opponents occasionall)' a!'k ho\\ a Fasci .. t Go\"Crnmelll 

could be changed, once the dic12,torship hold been established. If 
these curious enquirer.,; wish to know how the system could be :dten:d, 
they must be made nware that we would never ad\"()Cllte a :;)"8tell.l 
in which we did not belie\'e. Dubiet), is assu redly the mark of 
democracy; but ec.rtainty is the mark of Fasci~m. 113d we any 
doub18 we would proceed no further . But the dClllocnt ref!.ards 
govern:nent as emolument nther than .as a rc:spon~ibili~y. lie ~~" 
in polities a continuum of ehanges \\hlch t.he opportunist ~a)" tur,n 
to account : .\IId he may be loth to lOSt' hiS 0\\ 11 opportUIllI)". \\e 
mUllt then, at first, p.udon him if hi!! main solicitudc ill ronC1:rnt'd 
les,<; with the "allie of go\'ernnlent Ihnn with the methods \\ hen:h) 
government mny be changed: hilt our inclulgt'lIC(' will nut l'lldure for 

ever. H, on the other hand, it is asked how the pcrAOnnd C.-t ll be changctl, 
9 



IUUlhillil) it~df dnn.lll d .... m .111."." '1'1 
' '" h I ,~ " , h,: I"" I "m • \' ans,:t"t b, thl' Ilro\cd inti . _ MIIIIW ,,{ J/U\tlnn)cn 
{~rt::ll.nbatiOll . Th~ 1~1I1 ' FaM:ist: wilt~I:~~I~~C~'ct ~t'ld~C1l ~r the "'aM'i~~ 
I arhlHnt'nlllr~ J.ppro,";l' or such iI chan ~ I'~ht~ to h'Ch~ltt choit'c. 
1:/o:IIr<lc(~ .l.~ of his;:h value. Uut II p:llrio~e ,~'O'~d be 5OuJ.:ht ;,jlld 
t It" ll~~lIU"' II;'~l't' (If tht' p<'oplt. (';mnm ht. ~\ 0 Ot'lt not bc.-li(!\(! in 
Ih.lt _ it ~!ntlon which (Ioe~ not \\ .mt toOO~~ ('Irted b~' tht: propo~ition 
:0.,11\ .11101\ • Ilenfi' it oould '\ h "n~ l-d II<> nut worth,- of 

t ' , h c en CX'Cur t :It I dlctat I'" 
.1 pli not nUl: t r60"(' to :-';1\(' a t" '_ _ or,.1 ·:lSC I~t. "lid 
tit' \\oult! have to male ('O~r ," narl~ln ;l:~:'II\M Itt;. \\ill. Oth~mii'oC 

I ("~Ion 0 1I1ab.hh' to . 
t~ ~(l\'crn, 011 the other hand tilt' Di '. act, to pcn;uadc, Of 

huu:o.c.·lf of plebiscite,., in ca .... s ""he thct;lto~ ChOlild .111(1 Would ;.luil 
. ' ...... re e \ ' ml" t • d d' , 

'('ne a lIklul pur ...... 1<· for Ii' .' . • I'" ell It<U~~lon Jnd 
I ,"_. . at<l,.,m I~ no e~ det'r ' I 

1"Iio'P" ill' repn:~'nt;\tion th:lll to "'''"'''.. , . . e IIlllle( to M.'Cllr(' 
......... Ilr. ftf)\ ernnwnt It"Clf. 

WII I I.ST no Fascilot can discern Ihe e.\:i:'lencc of ' I ' 
~\'erelgmt\' c\,en' Fa~i'< t lak...., ~ h' fi ;.l I)()pu ar right to 

II k · .' . , . "", .. s IS n.t princ iple L'd d ur 'C ~ grcat )udgement. .. The Q ' . a;.. mun 

!:Ih'~th the, r~ghr to ~endcr, YOU;IC:~~~~:s n~l~i;~~:~~:.r t~l: 
c er tt I~ n.or .to )'our Int ereSt to moke Ihc m h A ' .. 

81~ the 7\"(r~'l;!nlt) Itself nH~St be an cl>t:lblished entity of 1~~I~;al 
:111 1Il0ra Ulllt) and no t, ;h III a democratic II t;ne a \ ' '1 ue clu~i\" 
1Ilc.'Ohcrent. ~phemerol,l. ~hcnolllenon for the unl>Cr~pulo~~ but ~n~ 
fl.,~d. PUn-lilt .of ,politlcmns .m~ J>c:.?ple :llikc, From the as ct of 
lu~tonC:l1 contllllllt)' dcmocrat. ... · III I·uro ..... h"" '" d r "" 'd bl I . I . 'J • , '- "'" t.'COr 0 coml N-
,I ~ ~ t lal! t\\'o ccntunt'.\>, The record is bad : but durins: a form'r 
~ t ~lgc of socIal . dC\',dopmcllt, t~lis .democracy could al IC:lst struAA~c 
~\It~, the .llIultltudmolls, multIfarious and con tradictor\" claims o f 
Uld.I\·ldullli~~'. That struru:le wa~. of COUn>c, conditio'ncd b}' thc 
fUllle prcml:-'C!ll ~f dcmocr:t~y itself. But no\,:, (I new !Iltage of social 
dt'\e1.opment ha:- begun, I he ~wer of machlllery and the rclt()urcc!> 
of.~len~ h3\C cre.lted .. colllplexlt)' o f human and indw.trinl relation. 
~hIP~, "Iuch dcfil,.'S the conceptio n of our :II\Ce:;tor~ jusl :IS it t:n.:es the 
IIllelilgenC'e o f o ur ~·o ntc~npor:lrit.~., I~ till.ch an intricate and compli. 
catc.'d field of rel.ltiollt.lllplt, org:UII";ltlon I~ thc undeniahle condition 
o r rae,iOlI ,.,urYi\'.II: ~nd organi.sation canllot proCt.'cd from :an) of the 
OpposlllJ.: forcc.'S winch fill th!s field . Rather ~lUSt their opposition 
bc resoh-cd b\ a power s uperior to thc contcntlOn , In tllC restllI:mt 
"ph:m . e:lch (urce will play it.., p;lrt: but the direction of 1TI11I)\" for.:..'s 
will be chlm~cd ;lnd thc illh:nl'iity of M)Ule \\ill he dilllini!(hed. The 
tat!k prc"'Cnt.lo ,j difficulty in eompuriwil with which the labours of 
J lerculc~ would .:tppc.lr to he simple buiTooner\". Ilerein lic!>. the 
IIMnifeot inadCtIU;lcy o f the old po litical partit·~. Ilerdn liell the 
.Hle(III;lc}, nf the F:I,<ci"lt. \dlll is rcml)" tn c.'OlIIplcte thc de~trtJctinn of 
:1'1 <l1I1\\"rll (·h.'t .. J tlut EII,IoILlllti III.\~ Ir1l1) Ih·(·. :\11'. Straehl'Y 
,udully Il.C"mark.: .. If We in I1ritaill .llIo\\' Fa.,c,:iblll h.l .u'iltc. thut \\'ill 
be beCIlII'>C we 01 the workins.; dab-.. mo\'C~rtlent ha\'c failcd 1<) ~h()\\' ,h.· 
'hili'll! flt.'"Ilple Ilw \\".1) ur ""Ile .IIUI,CIlC\\cd pn1!(e~." 
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Whcther Mr. S trachcy 'K pronoun is royal or editorial, we grallt that 
aU the Party politicians have failed lamentably, Il:ld they been free 
(rom corruption, guiltless of hypocrisy, and \lntninted by cupidity, they 
would still havc (ailed, s ince no prncticc could conform to tile theori<.:l> 
which thcy held. But F(lscism hilS oriscn in Britain; and unde r 
II Filscist Oiclillorship, BritAin s hall " c ritobl ), live os on 
orga nic ullil),. Those who wO\lld hovc her cxist ill) a dis· 
membered corpse in the disscctill ~ room o f d c m oerAc), hil\'c 
hnd thcir do)' ond n CRrly h ild th e ir wa)'. But thc Fasci:.t rC\'D' 
IUlion is at hand, And Ihe:.c re\'olutio n:lrics in an ;,~c of ~icnce 
will establish the scientific reality or a govcrnmcnt which can govern 
:lnd reprcsc!ltati ,fes who ea n represc nt, 

The man who wishes to .serve has nothing to fear from :I F:l:iCi:.t 
dictatorship; for service is the characteristic and creed of Fascil>lIl. 
For the mall who does !lot wish to l>Cn"c, tlu;re is no rightful plaCt: in 
any state, i\lany persons, suffcring from what Jl!tycho-pathologi:.l.) 
would C:l1I an inreriority complex, try to cmploy dcrnocr:u.:y JS a 
compensation reaction: but bad politics cannot be perpetuated for the 
benefit of neurotics. 

Some men may think that their merits !(hould entitle them to ':l 

dominion over others. Such a thought may be unplc3.Sunt. Some 
men think that they have abilit), to discharge a high rcspon~ibjl ity. 
Such men should mark well that the scientific attitude of Fasci,:,m will 
demand the proof by service, 

, 

Now if it finall)' be :lsked by what mt:n our dictatonship is to be 
exercised, e\'en our most determined opponents will find irre~utable 
logic in this answer: _ "The men who make England FaSCI,:,t are 
mcn who m all Eng!:lnd cannot rule: and hence they must rule all 
england." Strength is the t~t of tffccti\'e dictatorship, :lIld Victory 
is thc test of strength. 

II 
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l' rin , ~d h) JIII' I COATS 1. .... IITin, Church j'M . ;, Io:<·, "' ,C.Z., ;Ull! l,ub]i,I,..1I I.) 
!l.U. I-. j ·'III U.,HIO ..... ,.. I.Tn., ,.1 F:ucjSl 11\',l(lcllIlIn ,·r., I<;nlo:~ ltu.,. I, Sir •.• ",' 
Squnr.', S. W.3. 
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